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BNB to review data issues and ensure consistency between the NSI export and import data 
and the balance of payments data. 

5.      The national account data on employment and hours worked are compiled by the NSI 
based on Labor Force Survey and adjusted according to the ESA’95 methodology. The NSI 
also obtains current monthly estimates from a quarterly survey of establishments using all 
public enterprises and a sample of private employers that excludes establishments with less 
than five employees. The sample included 14,500 private employers out of approximately 
142,000 qualifying private enterprises. The NSI household labor force survey is an 
alternative source of data, but improvements are needed to make it more consistent with the 
establishment survey, especially regarding agricultural employment. The survey is conducted 
four times a year. 

6.      The NSI also compiles and publishes wage data for various economic sectors. The 
main shortcomings include: (i) under-reporting of private sector wages; and (ii) reporting of 
average gross earnings only, not wages for time worked and wages by occupation. 
Since 2002, every four years a survey on earnings is conducted which provides information 
about average monthly and hourly earnings by economic activity, by occupation, by gender 
and by education. The National Social Security Institute (NSSI) administrative data are 
currently used to estimate wages by occupation and age (as well as the number of self-
employed and employment in small firms). The household budget survey could provide an 
alternative source of data for private sector wages. 

7.      A Population Census was conducted in early 2001 and is a source for redesigning the 
household surveys conducted by the NSI, particularly the household budget survey and the 
labor force survey. 

Government finance 

8.      In recent years, following the recommendations of a combined STA/FAD mission 
and within the framework of fiscal reporting requirements for EU accession, the authorities 
have made significant progress on implementing accrual accounting for government, 
budgetary and statistical systems. Consolidated data on a cash basis, covering general and 
central government operations, are routinely reported for publication in the GFS 
Yearbook/Annual CD-ROM and in IFS. In addition, quarterly accrual GFS data are reported 
on a quarterly basis for publication in IFS, through Eurostat. Since September 2008, the 
Ministry of Finance (MOF) prepares and submits the SDDS indicators for the central 
government finances in the IMF’s GFSM 2001 format. The same indicators are published on 
the MOF’s website on a monthly and quarterly basis. 

9.      The Ministry of Finance prepares data on the execution of the consolidated 
government budget on a monthly basis, following the national presentation. These data are 
not according to GFS standards. Aggregate data on revenue, expenditure, balance of the 
general government and composition of the financing (in national formats) are published in 
the monthly bulletin and posted on the MOF’s website, in addition to the GFSM 2001 data. 
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The authorities have made progress in presenting data on a disaggregated basis, including 
expenditure by functional classification. In addition, a full economic classification of 
expenditure is now available, and the authorities have provided such data on an annual basis 
back to 1998. 

Money and banking statistics 

10.      BNB reports monetary data for publication in IFS based on the ECB framework for 
the collection and compilation of monetary data.  

Balance of payments 

11.      Bulgaria provides quarterly balance of payments (BOP) statistics for dissemination in 
the IFS on a timely basis. Yearly BOP data are disseminated in the Balance of Payments 
Statistics Yearbook up to 20089. The BNB derives other sectors investment income data on 
reinvested earnings, (debit) from the annual direct investment surveys of the NSI, as well as 
through surveys of the largest foreign-owned enterprises, used for preliminary estimates. 
Starting from 2002, data series on freight were revised according to a new methodology 
introduced jointly by the BNB and the NSI. Since joining the EU in January 2007, the trade 
data with EU countries are being collected following the INTRASTAT system. Data 
collection for imports and exports with non-EU member states and the movement of goods 
within the EU are still recorded through customs declaration.  


