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effective international response. We reiterate our support for the nego- 
tiation of a framework convention on climate change, under the auspices of 
the United Nations Environment Program (UNEP) and the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO)., The convent,ion shou1.d be completed by 1992. Work on 
appropriate implementing protocols should be undertaken as expeditiously as 
possible and should consider all sources and sinks. 

64. We welcome the amendment of the Montreal Protocol to phase out the use 
of chlorofluorocarbons (OFCs) by the year 2000 and to extend coverage of the 
Protocol to other ozone depleting substances. The establishment of a 
financial mechanism to assist developing countries to tackle ozone depletion 
marks a new and positive step in cooperation between the developed and 
developing worlds. We applaud the announcement in London by some major 
developing countries, including India and China, that they intend to review 
their position on adherence to the Montreal Protocol and its amendments. We 
would welcome their adherence as a crucial reinforcement of the effective- 
ness of the Protocol, which would ultimately lead to a worldwide phase out 
of ozone depleting substances. We urge all parties to ratify the amended 
Protocol as quickly as possible. 

65. We acknowledge that enhanced levels ,of cooperation will be necessary 
with regard to the science and impacts of climate change and economic 
implications of possible response strategies. We recognize the importance 
of working together to develop new technologies and methods over the coming 
decades to complement energy conservation and other measures to reduce 
carbon dioxide and other greenhouse emissions. We support accelerated 
scientific and economic research and analysis on the dynamics and potential 
impact of climate change, and on potential responses of developed and 
developing countries. 

66. We are determined to take action to increase forests, while protecting 
existing ones and recognizing the sovereign rights of all countries to make 
use of their natural resources. The destruction of tropical forests has 
reached alarming proportions. We welcome the commitment of the new Govern- 
ment of Brazil to help arrest this destruction and to provide sustainable 
forest management. We actively support this process, and we are ready for a 
new dialogue with developing countries on ways and means to support their 
efforts. We are ready to cooperate with the Government of Brazil on a 
comprehensive pilot program to counteract the threat to tropical rain 
forests in that country. We ask the World Bank to prepare such a proposal, 
in close cooperation with the Commission of the European Communities, which 
should be presented at the latest at the next economic summit. We appeal to 
the other concerned countries to join us in this effort. Experience gained 
in this pilot program should immediately 'be shared with other countries 
faced with tropical forest destruction. The Tropical Forestry Action Plan 
must be reformed and strengthened, placing more emphasis on forest conserva- 
tion and protection of biological diversity,. The International Tropical 
Timber Organization action plan must be enhanced to emphasize sustainable 
forest management and improve market operations. 
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67. We are ready to begin negotiations, in the appropriate fora, as expedi- 
tiously as possible on a global forest convention or agreement, which is 
needed to curb deforestation, protect biodiversity, stimulate positive 
forestry actions, and address threats to the world's forests. The conven- 
tion or agreement should be completed as soon as possible, but no later than 
1992. The work of the IPCC and others should be taken into account. 

68. The destruction of ecologically sensitive areas around the world 
continues at a alarming pace. Loss of temperate and tropical forests, 
developmental pressures on estuaries, wetlands and coral reefs, and destruc- 
tion of biological diversity are symptomatic. To reverse this trend, we 
will expand cooperation to combat desertification; expand projects to 
conserve biological diversity; protect the Antarctic; and assist developing 
countries in their environmental efforts. We will work within the UNEP and 
other fora to achieve these objectives, and will participate actively in 
UNEP's work to protect biodiversity. 

69. Efforts to protect the environment do not stop at the water's edge. 
Serious problems are caused by marine pollution, both in the oceans and in 
coastal areas. A comprehensive strategy should be developed to address 
land-based sources of pollution; we are committed to helping in this regard. 
We will continue our efforts to avoid oil spills, urge the early entry into 
force of the existing International Maritime Organization (IMO) Convention, 
and welcome the work of that organization in developing an international oil 
spills convention. We are concerned about the impact of environmental 
degradation and unregulated fishing practices on living marine resources. 
We support cooperation in the conservation of living marine resources and 
recognize the importance of regional fisheries organizations in this 
respect. We call on all concerned countries to respect the conservation 
regimes. 

70. To cope with energy-related environmental damage, priority must be 
given to improvements in energy efficiency and to the development of alter- 
native energy sources. For the countries that make such a choice, nuclear 
energy will continue to be an important contributor to our energy supply and 
can play a significant role in reducing the growth of greenhouse gas emis- 
sions. Countries should continue efforts to ensure highest worldwide 
performance standards for nuclear and other energy in order to protect 
health and the environment, and ensure the highest safety. 

71. Cooperation between developed and developing countries is essential to 
the resolution of global environmental problems. In this regard, the 1992 
UN Conference on Environment and Development will be an important oppor- 
tunity to develop widespread agreement on common action and coordinated 
plans. We note with interest the conclusions of the Siena Forum on Inter- 
national Law of the Environment and suggest that these should be considered 
by the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development. 

72. We recognize that developing countries will benefit from increased 
financial and technological assistance to help them resolve environmental 


