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A delegation of eight Republican -Senators has ‘been in to see

President Truman, and to offer hlnn?gl. Let's ask a child's

question about the incident: “Papa, ' wha . £
Support must have content; it must be support for

and about something. Otherwise it is not support at all, m

a generalized expression of good will,-such as mﬂgﬁtﬂ offer

when they shake hands before a bout; but they sU

other. The Republicans, led by Senator Taft, have

intention in calling on the new President; their visit is most Im-

portant; but until they outline the nature of their support in pro-

grammatic terms, what they have said will. remain an unfinished

sentence. There can be no such thing as support in a vacuu

A Week Not to Be Wasted £

One begins to understand why President Truman made such a
point, at his last Tuesday press conference, of coming out for
Bretton Woods, all the way, and for extension of the-reei -
trade treaties. Nobody had asked him ‘what he thought of] these

tters. He brought them up himself, he committed thor- |
otlghly in the presence of 348 correspondents. He quite
arfxious to sew himself up. _

| He knew that last week would be a week of general expressions
of) support, a week not to be mted;m-peﬂupl!mw
committing himself early, to give content to these ons of
support, to make them a little less vague than otherwise they would
be. At least the delegations would know what manner of man they
had come in to shake hands with, and could nof later say that they
had not known. . :

Days of Grace ;

It happens that Mr. Truman did receive magnificent support
from a Repubican Senator last week. It came from a Senator who
was not even on the Taft delegation: Aiken, of Vermont, who in a
speech to the Upper House called on Republicans to get behind
Bretton Woods, the reciprocal trade treaties, and all other pending
niernational economic agreements. This would have been support
even if Mr. Aiken had finished off his speech by remarking that he,
personally, did not like Mr. Truman very much; and in this we see
illustrated the difference between solid support and. the mere flick-
ing of a bit of dust from a new President’s sleave. !

curious, delicate, almost hidden battle is going on|in Wash-
ingthn: the Battle of the Hundred Days, those days of ce, which
A ca, by sound political instinct, gives to every new President. |
Thelaccession of a new President has had an important effect on'
evewy treaty and agreement now pending before Congress. Pefeat
for these treaties now means the visible shattering of our national
unity, as well as of our relations with the world. It was true before,
but because there is a new man in the White House, it is clearer
now, that rejection of pending treaties means to smash something
at home as well as abroad.” ,
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