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FULL FOOD INQUIRY
fAlMED IIC'ATE

Hearings, Starting Today, Will
Pay Special Attention to

the Blatck Market

By dAY fla*AI

WASHINGTON, March 25-A
thorough investigation of the coun-

rys food situation was promsed
ay by Senator Elmer Thomas o

Okla homa whose Agrulture nub-
committee In hearings beginning

tomorrow ning will look into
reports of acute shoratgee in some
foods, sw phlses in otherS, and of a
flourishing black market.

Meat, which has recenitly become
parieulariy scarce in many places
,,ll he the f;rst nublert of study
Vitness.s . il] include spokesmen

for the War Flod Administration.
the Office of Price Administration.
the Department of Agriculture,
and for thr meat paekaging indus-
try.
oLater the investigation will turn
to supplies nf wheat corn, butter

anil uther colinmidfties
Senator Thnas said that his

gro,,hp wanted to learn all the facts
on food be/fre tlrnlng to any aolu-
lion nd , tha the invesiigation

Iidr be plrsued onstiiLuctively to
that end

The study wa/ atlholized by the
Senate last week folloing charges
on the flor I hal the food produc-
tionr program had beel , mishaindled
At a presI Col.nerenrt last week
President oosevelt promised to
throw more light on the food sit-
uation and his statent, expected
in a few days. ae eagerly waited
on Capitol Hill as the Senate in-
vestigation gets under way

The House, several of whose
members took the floor last week
to denounce phases of food produc-
tion and distribution, has received
resoliltion directing a study sitmi-
lar to the Senate's but has not ap-
proved seh an undertaking.

BIaick relt to Ie Studied
Senators on the agriculturakijb,~

committee will keep a vigilant eye
on any evidences of biank market,

Senator Thom said, andt lu
eamination indiictes this to
principal soure of theroue

itin imed t b
market operator, will be roposed.

Pointing cut that Chester Bowles,
OPA dmtnItr~tor, cce4ed ye-

trday in obtinlng approval of
the Senate Appropriations Com-
ittee for an additional g65,00

to investigate the meat dhortge,
gentor Thomas aid that his mub-

committee would be tntrsated in
all information compiled by the

OPA.
The Inqutry into food will run,

the chairman suggested, a long su
the food problem persmts and
remedial legislatIon will be sub-
mitted to the Senate whenever

uflienwt information i developed.
On the subcommittee with Mr.

moa are Senators Burton K.
heeler of Montana and Tom

twart of Tennessee, Democrats;:
Senators George D. Ailken of
ermntndHarlan $.Blll

North Vakota, Republica
While t is food study getmde r

in ~ ~ ~ mntheg Vsatlo Ije
occupy pri a

ttention cf both houses of Con-
e. The compromise bill ap-
r ead yeteerday by House and

nate conferees is expected to
each the House floor tomorrow or

Action there is expected to be
omplet before the Eater reess

nias Irk of a quorum should de-
ay the vote. A large number of

epresentatives have already left
Washinin to spend Ester In
their home communities

Actlo Expected on Manpower
Prompt ction may also be ex-

pected from the Senate, and final
Congreusional action on the meas-
ure which has ocupied both
Houses since January may be com-
pleted in time to send it to Presi-
dent Roosevelt for signature thin
week

The bill, as it came out of con-
leren, provided a comlpromise

giving James F. Byrnes. Director
of War Mobilization and Rees,-
version, power to 'freeze" labor
selectively in any plant or area In
the country. It also gives Mr.
Byrnes authority to use any
agency he chooses to c&in the
b l's provisions

It is generally believed that the
oice would fall to the War Man.

r Commvnion, which ha, Is.
mangement ~ui~ alreahdy

Mt Ithn all war plmam- and
=se bthus be a n position to movw
fat in remedying critical man-
power situations.

Meanwhile, the Senate Military
Affairs 9ommittee. under Senator
Elbert D: Thoma,, of Utph, will re-
"ume tomorrow its hearings on the
fous.-approved fnurm draft bill.
The House Banking and Curren-

Committee, under Represents-
Brent Spence of Kentucky.Ell ay aside temporarily its con-

.Ideration of the Bretton Woods
proposals to take up a study of
continuing subsidy payments on

rtegic metals, minerals and
~etoleum,
The House Foreign Affair. Corn-

ntt headed by Representative
ol Bloom of New York, will eon-

Iti hearing on the proposed
on war war crimles

The Committee on World War
eterans' Legislation. of which

s5 ippi iS rhaina, wil look

nto Istreatment of disabled en
n vet~ran' hospitals, with rig,n Flank Tines Veterans At-

airs Administrator, as witness.
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