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Russia's Economic IsotLtnismm
,~ estertaed ~during the war that a freer

flow of international trade and investment
could be established throughout the world with
the return of peaoe are on the wane. In partic-
ular, it appears Lncratngly doubtful that the
rest of the world can maintain extensitve eco-
nomic relations with the huge are. in wJiOb
soviet Bounda holda · dominant military and po*
litral position

While protests have been registred by the
United states OoGVrnment against exclusive co-
nomle pacts between the Soviet and neighboring
countries, it does not appear that these are
having mukh effect. The Soviet Government is
seeking to obtain the bulk of the capital goods

she needs in the form of rparationa from de-
feated countries, rather than through purchase
from the United IState. or other countries Huge
quantltl. of machinery are being seclured from
Gernany, Manchuria and elsewhere. Theae sesi-
Ure naturally reduce greatly import require.
mint. for rcooasructon and industrial develop-
flmat.

russia's forei.n trade, under the Soviet re-
gim., Is necssarily shaped by Governmont fiat
rather than -onomic fores. The Russlan Gov-
ernment is also undenrtaking to shape both for-
sign trade and foreig investment polid.cies of
th. countrie that havy been brought within
her orbit, such aa loland, umania, Bulgaria
and Yugosl.aia, it has been made evident. Bo
long as this strong trend toward econom/c so-
latonisrn prevails in Rusia's spher, of influ.
one., that vast region cannot be included in
the plans for a gnat broadening of intera
tional economicl relation. over the next few
years that motivated the Bretton Wood. agree.
ments and the rlrproal trade agreements pro-

P"Idsut Tromso w._trq in his foreign pol
icy speecl, last U syit that 'full econmlc
collaboration between all nations, great and
saall, it enn·il to the improvement of living
conditions all over the world," But Russia has
e far discouraged economic collaboration be

tween e·tr oountrie and the eountries
tt.., rster countries and the countres
wIthin her sphr, of billuence. If this oon-
iltun to be her ttlitud, a very large part of
the Eastern flemiapher will not be able to
asey our eonomic co-operation, although

lGheMs in principle by Its favorable ation
on the Breton Wood. agreements,.

A=Wtism Loltrbnlrm raa blamed for a
number of the difflcultis of the pejod be-
tween the twrWV wr.r in WTo pont-World
War IX sea, BuDa baa made I.clear that she
means to purmue a far mor. isolatIonist policy
then ws ever sonsidered by this country.


