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TREASURY DEPARTMENT

INTIR OrFFICE COMMUNICATION

ODATE Jan. 12, 1945

To Mr. Brene7

Foo Mr. Speck

/

I have just received from . E. Johnson, Commissioner of
Customs, a memorandum on your first draft of the Fund and Bank
Joint Resolution, nhich suggests the addition of the following
to section 1;

"All officers and employees of the United States
are hereby authorized and directed to comply with
the terms of the Articles of Agreement of the Fund
and the Bank."

The reasons for this suggested amendment are set forth in the fol-
lowing paragraph:

"Although the intent of the joint resolution
apparently is to put t.e terms of the agreements into
effect, it is not altogether clear that the language
used would accomplish that result. It is suggested
that there be inserted in the resolution a more di-
rect statement that the terms of the agreements are
to become law. Unless the resolution accomplishes
that result, the usages of interntional courtesy and
the existing custoas laws would by no means )ermit
fll allowance of the privileges Jhich the agreements
promise regarding timmunity of te property of the
Fund and the Bank."

While I am not persuaded that the suggested additional sen-
tence is necessary to make binding on the United States all of
tile terms and provisions of the articles, upon their being signed
pursuant to statutory direction, if there is the slightest doubt
in anyone's mind, I should prefer to play it safe by including
the amendatory language. Of course, this question will not arise
and the amendatory language will not be needed if it should be
finally decided that the Articles of Agreement be set forth in
the Joint Resolution.
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