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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON, D. C.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

In reply refer to
BC February 23, 1945

Dear Mr. White:
I enclose a copy of the despatch from London
about which I spoke to you this afternoon. If

you have any further thoughts on the matter please

let me know. I will keep in mind your desire to
talk to Boothby.

Sincerely yours,

e A i e
Theodore C. Achilles
Chief, Division of

British Commonwealth Affairs
Enclosure:

Despatch No. 20792
February 2, 1945

Harry B. White, Esquire
Treasury Department,

Washington, D. C.







adat & IL

LuoThiSiT London, february 2, 1945.

Subject: Illeoting with 1. Liobart Doothby, l.ecber of
Parliament, Loader of thq Coposition €o
3retton "code, “ho /ill Lecture in the United
States,

Jhe ifonorable
The Jecretary of Ltete,
48!5!'.11!]:-503 -

Hir:

I Lave the honor to refer to the umbassy's telasraus
Jo. 1134 of Jaauary 31, ido. 1135 and 1137 of rebruary 1l in
resard to recent dis*u@aiou in the .louse of Commons by
ir. Robert Boctiiby (Conservaiive) upon the Bretton ‘ocodse
Tinal iet.

The Departzent will recell that r. Bootlby is lesad-
ing the fisht in Parlisnont against the ratifiocation bdy
Great Britain of the Bretton '.cods Tinel J,ct. The Depart-
went 13 also awsnre that iLr. Boothby is leaving this evenlng
by sea for the United Stetes uhere he 1s to engage in a
lsoture tour whicli will take him to Chicego und raahiagton
and include sone eisht or ten other lerge cities in the

=

sast and ..1ddle '‘ast,

Jocday et luncheoa [y, Toothdy stated that he heli
receitly called ipon T, i3den, who haé told iir. Doothby that
"he shiould not be hinself, he should be prudent”. iir. 3oothby
quoted the l'oreisn SJeoretary ugs having stated that r, Boothby
was the first mecber of Parllanent who 414 not rwriresent s
iwjesty's Governent to o to the United States in some time;
that he hioped I r. Doothby would not "ret into a row" but
that he felt tlie ..zerican nublic :L,J' be interested to hLear
an exvression of ’rx*i"n oninion which was not "Jovernment
sropasande, {r. Boothby stated that ot the ead of Lls
interview vAth i.r. 4,0., 1. Zden had Iincuired what ha
intended to say in recard to Zrettocn /oods und .r, Bcothby
stated that he and the Foroizn Jecretiry egrecd that 1t
would bo "both inorportune ané impertinent for him to
corment unon 3Zretton "Joods before it !iud been considered
by the .merican Jonnress", ..t Officer of the Imbaasy
roninded 1 r. Boothby that only two days aco in Farliement
lie aAud spoken on nany sShases of monestary nolicy without
noutioniu: Bretton Joods. !x. Doothby agreed, and stated
that he ould relse in tie United States many of the salo
noints made in his recant speecih wnd covered by the iLnbassy's
teloPrams above referred tu, tut he Jokinsly relterated that

he/
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he still would not be tulxking about "Bretton lloods"

in view of his ngresment that it would be "inopyortune snd
fipertinent™ to do so. In raeply to a questlon, lir. Boothhy
strted that In adoition to the general line on finencial
policy vhlch he has exprsassed in Perlisuent, his speeches
in the United Stetes would teuch upon u wide variety of
subjects including "the brave new world". lir. Boothby

also steted thut he wvas not "ufraid of Dunbarton Oaks as

I an of Brotton Voods". Iir. Boothby luter stated that he
was not actually s0 opposed to Hretton YYoods as sora of

hle speeches i ht indicate, but that he did feel that it
tied Brituir's hands too juch In thot 1t would prevent a
dovaiuation of sterling in an ancunt {n excess of 10 per-
vent. He clted the devalumtion o the American dollar in
1934 as heaving becn a greut stroks of good business for

the United Otutes ant he aprarently did not vant Britain

to boe in a position vhere she could not hersell exercise
thae right to Jdo likewise. e also lndlonteu that .6 would
wilsh that Great Britaln coulu denounce Bretton l.oous and
£et out o it nore eauaily if it were found to be inorerative,

The Tmbasay feels thet wlthough . Beootlby is the
leader of the Opposition to the ratification of Bretton
Woods by Great Brivaein sa¢ clthouph he has repeatedly
indulged in outbursts sprinst tte I'lnal Act, his speechles
in the United States rey not be as violently anti-Bretton
l.oods as have been his speechas in Parliient. lir. Boothby
had not seen at the tlme of the meetins here reported any
outline or coiient upon the alternative plan to Brettou
Woods proposed by the Anerican Bankers association, reports
of vihich were published only in outline forr. in this morn-
ing's papers. ‘hen lir. Boothby wau told thut the Anerican
Bankera Associntion appesrcd to coutenplate a merger of
activities of the Bretton '.00ds und ané Bank he relt
that thut would be an improvement over tLlie Bretton l.oods
Filnul Act,

The Departnmsnt nay rscall froa the Kmbeasy's despatch
No.6740 of February 12, 1941, that lir. Boothby's conduct as a
lenber of Parlismant was a subjlect of investigation by a
Select Comnittee of the House of Corrons and that as a result
of the findings of this Comnittes he resigzned his pcsition
a8 I'arliamentary Secretary of the liiiistry of Food because
the Comuittee found his conduct to ba contrary to the
usege and derogatory to the dignity of the House and in-
conslistent with the standards which Parliament iséntitled
to expect from its members., It uppears thet Mr. Boothby
vwus ective in the llouse in fuvorin; she passage of en Act
to guarentee certain Czech cluims in which he may have
had a personal interest. After his resignation as
Junior "inister of the Goverrncent he Joined the loyol Alr
Force, in which he served in 1941 and 1942, but returned
to civillan life and since 1947 has heen taking an sctive
part in financial debates in Perlisment, I'urther inforuma-
tlon in regard to ir. Boothby's recent activities are
centained in the Enbassy's despatches 1'0.18424 of October
5y 1944, und No.20449 of January 18, 1945,

It/




It will be seen from Ir. Boothby's past performance
that he comes to the Unlted Utates ns no friend of
Bretton Voods, and that he Las boen ¢ strong advocete
of Zmplre trade and biluterrlian., However, 1t might
be that a DBritish Vauder of Parliameat speuking 1in
the United Stetes apainsi lLretton Voods on the ground
that it tles Eritain's hands too much could servs to
develop Amsricsn public oninfon in ravor uf Bretton
Yoceds,

D

Respectfully yours,

For the Ambassador:

5

llerbert Y. ¥ales,
econd Socretuary of Embeasy.
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