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(The following greeting from President Truman was
read at the initial meeting of the Boards of Gover-
nors of the International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development and the International Monetary Fund.)

THE WHITE HOUSE
Washington

September 23, 1946

Dear mr. Snyder:

It is my great pleasure, on behalf of the people of the
United Stotes, to welcome to Washington the Boards of Govwrnors of
the iJorld Bank and Fund.

The Wlorld Bank and the Worid Fund -rer conceived in the
midst of a gr(kt ?Par to help reet the difficult problorls of the
postwar period and to become a permennent eart of the structirc of
international coopieration visualized by the United NItions. At this
first annual meeting of these two organizatiors, it is impttssiblc to
look about the world and fail to see thc gradt rcsponsibility that
confronts you.

The world looks to you to provide loiedorship in holping to
build a stable economic world in which nations ctn trdoe and prosper
in peace. Your governments have acenptod the Bretton Woods plans and
have placed subetantial funds at your disposal to curry them out.
Let us put both the plans and the funds to work.

It is with the deepest prsona/ concern that I wish you
complete success in your important Tork.

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ Harry S. Trumnan

Honorable John W. Snyder
Chairman
Boards of Governors of the

International Bank for
Reconstruction and Development,
and the International Monetary
Fund

Washington, D.C.


